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usually leaves alone, such as compulsory arbitration of labor disputes 
and the like. Possibly he has in view only the supposed fact that there 
are no developed class distinctions in the antipodean islands, and con- 
sequently there can be no "class state." 

The work is not badly translated, as translations go. It might very 
well serve the purposes of syndicalists or members of the I. W. W. who 
desire to adopt a "scientific'* foundation for their ideas. For it is not a 
whit more fanciful or wrongheaded than other writings of the anar- 
chist school. 

Ebnest Bbuncken. 

Le socialisme municipal en Angleterre. Par Raymond Boverat. 
(Paris: Rousseau, 2d edition, 1912. Pp. xvi, 647.) 

The first edition of M. Boverat's monograph on English municipal 
socialism appeared in 1908. Since that date the public ownership move- 
ment has been making headway in France, and the author has deemed it 
a patriotic duty to bring his book once more to the attention of his 
countrymen in order, as he tells us, that they may learn prudence from 
the administrative follies of their neighbors across the Channel. This 
second edition, however, is nothing more than a reprint; there is no pres- 
entation of new facts and no amendment of old conclusions. 

M. Boverat divides his study into three parts. The first, which takes 
up more than half the book, deals with the history and actual exploitation 
of English municipal services, including not only water supply, light- 
ing, transportation and telephone service, but workingmen's dwellings, 
baths and washhouses, abattoirs, markets and cemeteries. The second 
discusses the policy of the city towards its employees, and the third 
treats of local finance in its relation to municipal trading. 

Now the question whether the English boroughs have, on the whole, 
gained any considerable balance of advantage from their numerous exper- 
iments in the domain of public operation is one which certainly affords 
fair ground for honest differences of opinion. This, however, is not M. 
Boverat's attitude. To his mind the evidence is all on the one side, and 
his verdict accordingly carries no recommendation of leniency towards 
those who think otherwise. Municipal trading he regards as a flat fail- 
ure everywhere and in all its branches. Neither in its economic, social 
or political results has it demonstrated anything other than "the com- 
plete incapacity of the state and its municipalities in commercial under- 
takings." 
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It goes without saying, of course, that a study carried through in any 
such dogmatic frame of mind can promise little in the way of usefulness 
to serious students of municipal problems. Yet the author's bias might 
be in part condoned if he had deigned to give us anything more than the 
hackneyed data of a dozen years ago in support of his conclusions. This, 
however, he has not done. His statistics are in the main taken from the 
parliamentary reports of 1900 and 1903, or from official publications of 
only a slightly later date. The quotations are almost wholly out of the 
mouths of those who appeared before parliamentary committees as 
avowed opponents of public ownership when such matters were being 
threshed out a decade or more ago. The book contains no figures or 
facts of any consequence on municipal trading in England since 1906. 
The voluminous reports of the National Civic Federation, issued dur- 
ing the years 1907-1908, have been altogether ignored; they are not even 
mentioned in the bibliography. The author has no doubt expended a 
great deal of labor in the preparation of this monograph, but the out- 
come is far from being commensurate with his industry. 

William Bennett Munko. 

Les Partis Politiques sous la III" Ripvhligue: Doctrine et Pro- 
gramme — Organisation et Tactique, d'apr^s les Derniers Con- 
gres. By Leon Jacques. (Paris: Recueil Sirey, 1913. Pp. xvi, 
541.) 

Few things are more puzzling to an American student of government 
than the organization and methods of political parties on the continent of 
Europe. This is due partly to the multiplicity of their number and partly 
to the absence of clearly differentiated lines of separation such as are 
found in countries where the two-party system prevails. In France, es- 
pecially, the nature of the party system almost defies the power of compre- 
hension. There, parties come into existence and disappear with kaleido- 
scopic rapidity; in their place new ones are formed with different names 
but professing substantially the same principles ; there one finds conserva- 
tives and radicals of many shades, reactionaries, nationalists, progressists, 
union republicans, gauches republicaines, unions democratiques, gauches 
democratiques, centres gauches, gauches radicates, gauches radicates social- 
istes, radicals, radical socialists, socialists, independents, independent 
socialists, socialists unifies and numerous others. Since the writing of M. 
Jacques' treatise, another addition has been made to the already long list : 
M. Briand's f Miration des gauches, formed in December last. Parties in 



